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‘It you talk to a man in
a language he
understands, that
goes to his head.

If you talk to him in Nis
language, that goes
to his heart”




BICS (1-2 years)

| Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills
- eSurface level — Here and Now

eFamiliar Content

eFace to Face Conversation

*High Frequency Vocabulary — 2000 words
*Simple Sentence Structure

eLow Pressure

CALP (5 or more years)

Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency
*Experience and exposure to culture

e ectures, formal, written text, specialized
terminology, humour, culture, idioms,
textbook language, social appropriateness,
non-verbal communications

eLimited Interaction (textbook)

*More Abstract

el ess familiar content

eDecontextualized

eLow frequency Vocabulary

*High Stakes (lots of pressure)



